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The LOUISIANA ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION NETWORK(LEAN) is a community based not-for-profit organization
that has been working since 1986 to resolve the unique environmental struggles present in Louisiana.
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LEAN’S DECADES OF WORK HAVE BUILT A NETWORK OF RESIDENTS AND COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS THAT WORK COLLABORATIVELY TO RESOLVE ISSUES, WITH A LONG HISTORY
OF ADDRESSING AIR QUALITY CONCERNS.

AIR QUALITY CONCERNS HAVE BEEN THE MOST PREVALENT AND LONG
STANDING ISSUE RESIDENTS HAVE SOUGHT SUPPORT FROM LEAN FOR OVER
THE PAST 37 YEARS. LEAN HAS EMPLOYED MANY DIFFERENT STRATEGIES IN
WORKING TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY IN LOUISIANA. THE DEVELOPMENT OF B
LEAN'S LOUISIANA COMMUNITY AIR MONITORING NETWORK IS THE LATEST A e
EFFORT TO ADDRESS AIR QUALITY. CONCERNS IN LOUISIANA.




LOUISIANA IS AN INDUSTRIAL HUB FOR THE NATION AND THE GLOBE. MANY RESIDENTS RESIDE AMONGST A
VARIETY OF POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS POLLUTION SOURCES INCLUDING TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE
(MARINE, RAIL AND ROAD) AS WELL AS HUNDREDS OF MAJOR INDUSTRIAL SOURCES (POWER GENERATION,

PETROLEUM REFINING, BULK IMPORT/EXPORT, CHEMICAL AND PLASTIC MANUFACTURING). THIS IS
PARTICULARLY TRUE OF COMMUNITIES WITHIN THE RIVER PARISHES ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IN SOUTH
LOUISIANA WHERE THERE HAS BEEN A LONG HISTORY OF COMMUNITY CONCERNS OVER AIR POLLUTION,
FUMES, ODORS AND ACCIDENTS.

In 2023, LEAN received support from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) through EPA-
OAR-OAQPS-22-01: Enhanced Air Quality Monitoring for Communities, to develop the Louisiana Community
Air Monitoring Network. This project aims to expand air quality data and air quality literacy, particularly in the
parishes bordering the Mississippi River, between Baton Rouge and New Orleans, Louisiana's two largest
cities.

LEAN is working to achieve this effort by collecting extensive, high resolution air quality data across the
region while coordinating with diverse stakeholders to review this data and identify collaborative

opportunities for air quality improvements. I.E AN




SEPA EJScreen Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) reporting facilities in the program
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Priority communities exist adjacent to a high number of major point sources of
air pollution.

The program area exists with the 95th percentile of Toxic Releases to Air.



PHASE ONE - HYPER LOGAL, REGION WIDE MONITORING
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POLLUTANTS MEASURED:
carbon dioxide (CO2), carbon
monoxide (CO), fine particulate
matter (PM 2.5), nitrogen dioxide
(NO2), ozone (03), black carbon,
tVOC and BTEX (benzene,
toluene, ethylbenzene, and
xylene).
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RESULTS, TRANSPARENGY AND GOMMUNIGATION
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LEAN is committed to full transparency and open communication and is providing information produced by this

project to all interested parties with the goal of addressing air quality concerns, protecting public health and our

environment. All data and resources produced by this project can be found here: htips://leanweb.org/about/
rojects/community-air-monitoring-network




In August of 2024, air quality contractor Aclima completed their region wide analysis of the mobile monitoring effort and
identified 29 ‘hotspots’ showing consistently elevated levels of air pollution within the program area.
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PHASE 2 STATIONARY MONITORING

With the guidance of community concerns and region-wide air monitoring data, Phase 2 of LEAN’s
Community Air Monitoring Project is establishing stationary air monitoring sites within participating
communities to further track identified concerns and potential air quality improvements.

Currently participating organizations and stationary monitoring sites hosts include:

Alsen Community Village in Alsen, LA
Citizens for a Better St Gabriel in St Gabriel, LA
. Rural Roots LA in Donaldsonville, LA
Mt Triumph Baptist Church in St James, LA
First Pilgrim Calvary Missionary Baptist Church in Geismar, LA

LEAN




LOOKING AHEAD, 2023:

Throughout the coming year, LEAN will be utilizing the data already produced by this effort to facilitate
opportunities to reduce air pollution in identified ‘hotspots’ and participating communities.

The stationary community monitors will be expanding and continuing to produce date to guide these
opportunities.

LEAN has recently submitted applications to scale this model of community air monitoring to establish a
monitoring stations throughout the region of Louisiana where residents live intermingled with a high
concentration of pollution sources.
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Email:

R6E)J@epa.gov




